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LANGUAG E«K E Y . 


For convenience the first column on each page has been numbered consecutively from 1 to 59. The figure before a letter in a language column indicatee the number 
of such letter in its alphabet, and the email figure at the right of a letter indicatee the number of the explanatory note below referring to that letter; thus, line 7 phonetics “ c as 


ENOLISH PnONETICS. 

Anglo- 

Saxon. 

Danish. 

Dutch. 

French. 

German. 

Greek. 

Hehrew. 

Hungarian. 

Classic. 

Modern. 

a as in sofa.. 

a. 



a 2 . 






fl as in arm. 

k . 

1 a>. 

1 a 1 aa. 

1 a», A, a. 

1 a. 

1 A a (a).... 

A a. 

T\ 

2 a 

a as in at. 

a 1 .. 








A as in fare. 

ve . 


e 3 , ee*. 

e 3 , e 2 . 

a 1 , ae. 





afi as in angry. 




im 10 , in 10 . 






b as In hed7.. 

b . 

2 b. 

2 b.. 

2 b. 

2 b 2 . 

2 B /3 (b).... 

B/3,II it 1 ... 

2 3 

3 b... 

c as In cat. 

c. 

3 c». 

3 c. 

3 c*, q 6 , qu*. 

3 c 3 , ch 4 . 



ch as in church. 









cs 1 , ta 1 , ty 1 ... 

ir(“Ch)as in ioch . 

h . 

g« . 

7 g 7 , ch 7 . 


ch 4 . cr 8 . 

22 X y (ch)... 

X x . 

8 n . 

d as in did . 

d . 

4 d< . 

4 d« . 

4d‘ . 

4 ,i2 1 

4 Afi(d).... 

T T 2 . 


6 d.. 

dh (— th) as in then . 

•fc p . 

d 4 . 




a a . 

41.. 


dz as in adze . 

z. . 









e as in net .. 

e . 

e 2 . 

e« . 

5 e 2 . 

e 1 . 

5 E e (e) 

Ae . 

-71- 

8 e . 

g as io over . 



e 4 .. 

e 4 . 

e 1 




fl. 

fl aa in fate .... 

fl. 

5 e 2 , 25 ae 2 . 

5 e 2 ee 2 . 

fl* e 1 , ei ei 4 . . 

5 e 1 . 

7 H yj (fl) .... 

Ee At . 

'-X- -S-.. . 

10 6 . 

f as in fun . 

f . 

6 f . '. . 

6 f . 

6 f* . 

6 f, ph, 22 v... 

21 4> A . 



11 f . 

g as in go . 

er . 

7 g« . 


7 g 7 . 

7 g« . 


. 

Tv . 

3 } 

12 g 2 gh 2 

Ii as in fiat .. 


8 h« . 

8 h . 

8 h 8 . 

8 h 7 . 

Xv 

z #*■••••••• 

5 n - ■ 

14 h 3 ... . 

i as in it... 

i . 

V . 

i 8 . 

i 2 , y 2 . 

i 8 , y>. 


i 


45 i .... 

I as in machine. 

1 . 

9 i 7 , ii 7 .... 

9 i>, ie*. 

9 i*,K ie 4 , 25 y 4 

9 i 8 , ie, y 6 .. 

9 1 1 (i). 

It Hy Et Ot. 


16 1 j 4 ... 

ai as in aisle... 

ai. 

ai. 

ei 7 , ig 7 , y 7 . 

al, ei, ey .... 

ai, ei. 



i as in jest. 








7 ds 1 13 gy 2 dy 4 

k as in kink... 

c. 

11 k . 

11 k . 

11 k . 

11 k . 

10 K * (k) _ 

K K . 

ii ”1,5.19 ri 

18 k .. 

i as in lad . 


12 1. 

12 1. 

12 1«. 

12 1 . 

11 A A (I). 

A A . 

jg lif' P 

19 1 . 

I or lyg — Hi as in brilliant.. . 




ill 9 . 





20 ly 4 . 

m as in man . 

m . 

13 m . 

13 m . 

13 m 10 . 

13 m . 

12 M fi (m)... 

M ft . 

13 2 r 

21 m. .. 

n as in nut . 

n . 

14 n . 

14 n . 

14 n 10 . 

14 n . 

13 N y (n) .... 

N v . 

14 1 *7 . 

22 n . 

fi (—ny)as in union.. . 




gn 7 . 




23 ny 4 ... 

fl as in bon (F.) ... 




n i0 , m 10 . 






p as in ink . 

n, ng . 




ng 8 . 

IV fe). v . 

r y . 



0 as In obey . 

0 . 


o 9 . 





24 0 . 

fl as in no ... 

6 . 

15 o 8 , 24 aa 1 

15 o 1 , 00 . 

15 0* fl 1 , au 2 ,eau 2 

15 o 8 . 

24 n to* (0)... 

n w 4 . 

4 —.... 

25 6 . 

0 as in not . 

o, 0 . 

o 8 . 

0 9 . 

o 2 . 

0* . 

15 O 0 (0) . 

0 0 . 

T* - t - T - f 

1 a. 

fl as in nor .. TT . _. 

6, 6. 






0 0 4 . 



el as in oil... 



ui 12 . 


aen, fiu, eu.. 

or (oi).... 

Ol ot. 



on as in house; see au. 

au. 


au, on. 


au. 

av. 




p as in pay. 

D. 

16 p. 

16 p.. 

16 p«. 

16 p 2 , b 2 . 

16 II »r(p).... 

ii ir*. 

17 n r 

28 p. 

ps as in lapse. 

ps. 





23 * if/ (jps)... 

^ $ . 

1" 


cw (—qu) as in queer. 

cw. 

17 q(v. 

17 q . 

17 q. 

17 q(u . 




r as in roll . 

r . 

18 r. 

18 r 19 . 

18 r . 

18 r 9 . 

17 P p (r) . 

P a . 

20 ") 

29 r*. 

s as in hiss . 

s .... 

19 8, c 3 . 

19 8. 

19 8®, c 6 , c* . 

19 s 10 , ss 10 , sz l ° 

18 2, <r, s (e)... 

2 <r v. 

15 c i?.... 

31 sz 8 . 

sh as in ahe ... 



sch* 1 . 

sch®, ch* . 

sch 10 . 


21 ^ .... 

30 s* . 

t as in tell ... 

t. 

20 t. 

20 t, d®, dt* . 

20 t«, d«, th . 

20 t 2 , dt 2 , th 2 .. 

19 Tt (it) . 

T T 2 . 

9 ^3 . 

32 t . 

th as in thin ... 

y . 





8 e, e, & (th) 

0 fl . 

22 n . 


ts as In lasts . 

ts. 




26 z, ti 2 , tz, c* 


18 Y 

4 c 1 , cz 1 . 

u as in full. ... 

n ... 

U«, Y 10 .. 

oe 12 . 


21 u 11 . 




34 u . 

fl as in rule . 

fl. 

21 u° . 


ou . 

u 11 . 

6v . 

Ov . 

.V .. 

35 t . 

ifl (— n) as io mute . 

iu . 





Ev, i)v . 


i . 

37 ii . 

fi as in dfine (F.) .. 

y. 

23 y 11 . 

21 u 12 , uu. 

22 a 11 , ti 11 . 

fi 12 . 

20 Yv . 

Y v*. 


36 a. 

n an in up. 



u> 2 . 





T* * 

9 fl, 27 0 . 

ii as iu burn. 


26 fl 8 , oe 8 .. 

eu. 

eu, oeu........ 

fl, oe. 



* 

26 0. 

v as in van. 

f, V. 

22 v 10 

22 v. 

22 v. 

23 w. 


B j3, Y v*... 


38 v. 

wfl as in waft. 

wa, pa .. 



oi. 



6 f. 


wl (—we) as in weal. 

wl, pi 


23 w 13 . 

23 w 12 . 

ui“. 

VI. 




x as In wax .., t f 11 ,, t ,__ 

x . 


21 x . 

24 x 18 . 

24 x . 

14 H f (x) . 

S f . 



y aa in yet. _. . 

ge. i. 

io y . 

10 j . 


25 y 8 , 10 j . 



10 . 

17 j 4 . 

yfl ae in yard . 

gea,ia ... 









z as In zone tttttt .. tttItt .. 

fl. 


25 z . 

26 z, fi a , x 13 ... 

8 19 . 

6 Z £2 . 

Z £ . 

7 % 

39 z . 

zh (— z) as in azure . 




10 1. . 




1 

40 zs« . 





0 





4. E unaccented and final has the sound of e in over. 

5. D finai has the sound of t; elsewhere, as d in did; dt = t. 

6. E hefore a double consonant (or two or more conso¬ 
nants) haa the sound of e in net. 

7. Ij, ch, and g have no equivalents in English. Ij and 
y approach the sound of ai in aisle; ch and g, of h = ch 
in loch. Ei = ai. 

8. I hefore a consonant in the same syllahle has the sound 
of i in it. For open i (=t), see 1. ie = 1. 

9. O closed has two sounds, the o of obey , and before two 
or more consonants the e of not. 

10. R is trilled more than in English. 

11. Sch final or before a mute e has the sound of sb. 

12* U open, see FnENCH, 11; u closed has the sound of 

u in up; ui ~ ei; oe = u. 

13. W is a little softer than in English in closed ayllahles. 

FLEMISH. 

The Flemish is so closely allied to the Dutch that it 
is not given separately in the key. 

FRENCH, 

The French language when spoken haa no decided ac¬ 
cent, hut nearly ail the syllables are uttered with an equal 
stress of voice. To an English ear the stress seems to 
fail on the final syllahle; hence, in this dictionary the 
primary accent (') has been placed over the last syllahle 
of most French words, and the secondary accent (') on 
the other syllables (except over ohscure e ), to indicate a 
carefui enunciation of all the unaccented syllables. 

1. a, &, &, e, fl, fl, i, I, o, 0, fl, and fi in open syllables have 
the sound or fl, fl,1, 0, and 0, respectively. Final d, g, 

. n, s, t, x, and z are usually silent, and leave the syllable 
open. 

2. A, e, i, y, and o in closed syllables have their short 
sounds g, e, i, o; au and eau = o. 

3. E before r and not followed hy a second consonant has 
the sound of a in fare; e before r = a. 

4. E in unaccented open syllables has the sound of e in 
over. E final is silent; ei = 0; ie and y = i. 

5. Final c, f, 1 (not liquid), and r (after a, i, y, o, n) are 
sounded. Ch has the sound of sh in she. C before a, o, 
n, and ch before a consonant in the same syllable, have 
the sound of c (= k) in cat. C before e, i, y, or with the 
cedilla (9), haa the sound of s. Q and qn are generally 
like k. 

6. D, p, s, and t are generally pronounced as in English. 
D finai is silent, except in proper names; before a vowel 
sound beginning the next word d has the sound of t. S 
between two vowels has the sound of z. Ti = sf. 

7. G before a, o, or u has the sound of g in go; before e, i, 
or y, of zh = z in azure. Gn = ny (nfin union). 

8. II is generally aiient. 


The Roman alphabet ie need in this key in place of the 
German characters. 

Syilables ending in a vowel are called open; those end¬ 
ing in a consonant, cloeed. 

In modern European languages accented e in open syl¬ 
lables has a sonna like that of a in fate (fl) without the 
vanish, and i the Bound of i in machine (I). 

ANGLO-SAXON. 

Anglo-Saxon words take the Germanic accent on the 
first root-syllable, or distinctive nominal prefix. The 
letters given are the Roman letters as used in Britain at 
the timfl of the conversion of the Anglo-Saxon, except 
the runes, thorn ()>) and wCn fw) and the crossed d (‘fl’) 
used as a graphic variation of thorn (}>) in the manu¬ 
scripts, bat for dh in works on phonology. Further de¬ 
scription and discussion of the sounds and letters may be 
fonnd In the vocabalary under the corresponding Eng¬ 
lish letters. 

DANISH. 

The stress of pure Danish words is placed on the radi¬ 
cal syllable, usually the first, unless compounded with 
the German prefixes, be-, er-, for-. 

1. A has the sound of fl in arm; aa (or ft), of 0 in no. 

2. E finai in accented syllables has the sound of 6 = a in 
fate; elsewhere, of e in net; se = fl. 

3. C before a, aa, o, u has the sound of k; before e, i, 0, 
y the sound of s. 

4. D initial Is pronounced aa d in did; between two vow¬ 
els, or at the end of a syllable after a vowel, it has the 
sound of dh = th in then. D before t or s and also 
final after 1, n, r, t is silent. 

5. G after a yowel in monosyllables has a slightly gut¬ 
tural sound; elsewhere^ as g in go. 

G. II before j and v is silent; elsewhere, aspirated. 

7. I in open accented syllables and in monosyllables, also 
ii, has the sound of i in machine; elsewhere, of i in it. 

J has the sound of y in yet. 

8. „0 open has the Bound of fl In no; closed, of 0 in not. 

O or oe has the sound of u = u In burn. 

9. U open has the sound of ii in rule; closed, of u in full. 

10. V after s has the sound of u In full; elsewhere, of v. 

11. Y has the sound of French u, as in dune. \V, x, and z 
are found only in foreign words. 

DUTCH. 

For accent, see German. 

1. A, L, 0, u In open syllables, and the double vowels, aa, 
etc., have the sounds of fl, I, fl, fi, respectively. 

2. E ending an accented syilahle, and ee, have the sound 
of 6 = a in fate. 

3. E (or ee) before r has the sonnd of a, as in fare. 

sofa, arm, ask; at, fare, accord; element, = over, eight, f; = usage; tin, machine, j = renew; obey, no; not, nor, atom; full, rule; hot, burn; aisle; 


9. L is sounded as in English. LI after i not initial has a 

r uliar liquid sonnd (Ii, nearly like Hi in brilliant. 

M and n initial doubled or before a vowel sound are 
pronounced as in English, but a single m or n finai in 
a word or syllable gives to the preceding vowel a pecul¬ 
iar nasal sound: viz., -am, -an, -cm, -eu, -oiu = flfi (ah 
resonant through open nostrils); -im, -In, -yin, -yn, -aim, 
-ain, -elm, -ein = art (an in angry); -om. -on = flfi (on 
in tonger); -nm, -un = ofi (no in hunger); ent in third 
person plural of verbs is silent. 

11. U has no equivalent in English; to make its sound, 
place the mouth for i (i of machine), and attempt to 
pronounce fi (u of rule); fl = fi. 

12. W la found in words of foreign origin only. 

13. X is pronounced as x in wax , except when initial and 
followed by a Yowel or silent consonant, when it has the 
sound of z. 

GERMAN. 

In German every noun begins with a capital letter. The 
accent of German words Is generally on the root syllables 
in simples and derivatives, and on the first member of 
compounds. 

1. E in accented open syllables has the sound of fl = a iu 
fate; before r, two consonants, or a double consonant, 
the sound of e in net; final, and often in final unaccented 
^syllables, the sound of e in over; a = fi or e. 

2. B, d, p, and t are pronounced as in English, except 
that b and d final, or immediately before a final conso¬ 
nant, have the sound of p and t. Dt and th = t. Ti in 
-tion = ts. 

3. C before a, o, u, or a consonant has the sound of k; 

before ft, e, i, y, the sound of ta. 

4. Oh has no equivalent in English, and is like h = ch 
in loch; initial it has the sound of c In cat , except in 
words of French origin, where it sounds like sh in she. 

5. 1 and y in open syllables or hefnre a single consonant 
have the sound of 1 in machine; in closed syllables, of 
I iu it. Ai, ei, and ey = ai. Ie = i. 

G. G initial is pronounced as g in go; elsewhere, it is 
strongly aspirated = 11. Ng has the sound of ng in singer. 
7. H initial is aspirated; final or after a vowel it is silent, 
and lengthens the vowel. 

8. O before two consonants ora double consonant has the 
sound of o in not; elsewhere, as in no.' 

9. R, see Dutch, 10. 

10. S initial or after a consonant (except b, ch, and p) has 
the sound of z. S final, ss, and sz have the sound of s In 
hiss. Sch = sh. 

X 1. U open has the sound of u in rule; closed, of u in 
full. Ui = wi (we in weal). 

12. U, see French, 11. 
















































































































































































































































































































































































LANGUAGE=KEY (Continued). 

m cat,” Danish colnmn ”3 c 1 ,” means that c is the third letter In the Danish alphabet, that it has the force of c in cat, and Is more fully explained In remark 3 of the Danish 
explanatory notes below .—Prepared by Mrs. E. F. Roberts assisted by native linguists. 


Italian. 

Latin. 

Polish. 

Portuguese. 

Russian. 

Spanish. 

Swedish. 

English. 

Roman. 

Continental. 


a*. 

a. 

a. 


a*. 






a. 


1 a. 

I a. 

1 A a 15 

1 a. 

1 a. 


a>. 


























2 b 

b . 

b. 

b. 

2 b. 

2 b. 

2 E 6*. 

2 b. 

2 b. 

3 c», cc*, ch*. ... 

C 7 , ch. 




3 c 1 , cc 1 . 


3 c 1 ch a 19 qu. 

3 cL ch 7 . 





cz*. 


24 Ms. 

4 ch a . 

kj. 





ch*. 


22 X x, n. 

g». 


4 d... 

d 

d 

d. 

4 d. 

4 d. 

5 4a. 

5 d. 

4 d a . 










22 z»* . 













e. 


31 3 a. 












S el. 



P . 

5 6 . 

5 e. 


6 e. 

5 e,27 ft. 

6 f 

r ph 

f, pb. 

f. 

6 f. 

6 r, ph. 

21 $ 4>, M 0 e.. 

7 f. 

6 f». 




7 g. 

7 g®. 

4 r» r. 

8g». 

7 g 4 . 

8h« . 

k ;;;;;;;; 


I:;;;:;;;;; 

8 h. 

8 h«. 


9 h 4 . 

8 h*. 


1* y* 


i. 



36 fi fl , 29 bP... 



9 I .. 


i 

i. 

9 I. 

9 I, 24 y. 

10 1* L, 9 II 4 u... 

10 i T 26 y 8 . 

9 1, e 7 . 

ai. 

H ei, v. 


el. 


ci,oy,ei,ey 

ai, ay, el, ey. 


e* . 

i, e T . 



dz*. 


II j* y«.... 


© . 

k 

k. 

k. 

11 k. 

. 

11 k 4 , qn. 

ii k*k. 


11 k. 

11 1. 

i. 

1. 

i. 

12 1*. 

12 1. 

12 A .1. 

12 1. 

12 1. 

gl*. 




13 . 

lh. 


13 11*. 


12 m . 

m 

in 

m. 

14 m*. 

13 m. 

13 M m. 

14 m. 

13 m. 

13 n. 

n. 

n. 

n. 

15 n. 

14 n. 

14 H h. 

15 n. 

14 n. 





ft. 

ne. 


16 ft*. 







m*, n*.... 












nk. 


o*. 

fl. 

6 . 


o*. 




14 o 7 . 

o*. 

0. 

0. 

16 o*. 

15 o*. 


17 o. 

15 o 7 , 26 aa (*) ... 

O 7 . 

ol. 








aa. 





15 0* o. 





np__ 







aa. 

___ an _ 

an. 






15 p . 

n_ 

n_ 

p. 

17 p. 

16 p. 

10 11 ii. 

18 p. 

is p. 









1ft qfti. 

(JU .. 

qti.. 

qu. 


17 q(ua 7 . 



17 q(u*. 

17 r». 

• • • ... 

r. 

r. 

r... 

iSr*.’. 

18 r, rr. 

i7 P 7 p. 

20 r 7 . 

18 r. 

18 *• . 

ci*, si 8 , t*i s .... 

a. 

a. 

19 a. 

19 8 8 ,S8,Z,C.. 

38 C c. 

21 a. 

19 s, 25 z. 

nr*. 



sz*. 

23 x*.. 

25 III ni. 


sj, skj, atj. 

19 t. 

t. 

Ii;;;;;;;;;:; 

t. 

20 t. 

20 t, ch 1 . 

19 Tt. 

22 t. 

90 t. 








27 z, c*. 


Z«», ZZ l * . 




3 C. BC* . 


23 U u. 





a .. 

fl. 

o*. 

21 n. 




20 n . 

n*. 

U . 

ft. 

21 u. 


20 V y. 

23 u. 

21 u, yn. 


Ill, PU . 

eu. 

eu. 



32 K) ». 



23 y 7 . 




23 y 7 . 




24 y. 


n* . 









e* (her). 







28 fl. 

21 v . 

v. 

v. 


22 w. 

22 v. 

3 ii n. 

24 v. 

23 v, fv 1 . 











w. 

w. 

w. 







x 

X . 

i. 


ex*. 


25 x. 

23 x. 

10 j . 

y, (i« _ 





30 11, 6 E* e... 


g 4 . 





10 J. 


34 H i. 


io j\ . 


Z*, s* . 




25 z 10 , a". 

8 3*. 



. 




z,rz*. 

10 j. 

7 . 









« . . 



51 1 0 

52 v 

53 wG 

54 wf 


55 

56 

57 

58 

59 zh 


Welsh. 


a 1 

a 1 

e 1 

b 

c 

ch a 

d 

dd 


9 ff a , 20 ph 

10 g* 

12 h 4 


13 


I‘, 26 n 
ai, el 

k 

1 

11 * 

m 

n 


ng> 


19 p 


r 7 , 21 rh 7 
8 

t 

th 


w 

lw 

’ w, 28 y* 
i r» 


(.iii i.K, fLAssic, 


■ placed is pre¬ 
ceded hv the sound of h; the smooth breathing, that it la 
not aspirated. 

1. r, > (g) before y (g), * (k), » (ch), or £ (x) haa the sonnd 
of n lnl/Ur; elsewhere, or g In go. 

2. Z, £ (z) initial has the sound of z; elsewhere, generally 
ds, sometimes dz. 

3. Q,« and O, o, open, have the same sonnd in prose; in 
poetry w ia prolonged. 

<;iii:i:k, 

1. n, w (p) after m (m) sonnda like b: elsewhere, like p. 

2. T, r (t) after s (n) is like d; elsew here, like t. 

3. Y, v (consonant) before a rowel or before A (I), (m), 

¥ (n), or p (r) has the sonnd of v; elsew here, of f in fun. 

4. See Greek, Classic, 3. 

ii 

Ilehrew Is written from right to left. Its alphabet 
consists of 22 consonants. To supply the lack of vowels 
nine points arc used in connection with the conaonants. 


T = a 

*— = t 

’ or —'= 6 
i or — = a 
1 =0 


= a 

-n- - e 

t- = « 
T= n 


r 5 "» a very short 
T— e very short 
v: = e very short 
"rr — © very short 


1. K (*)• first lei ter of the Hebrew alphabet, has no 
equivalent in English. It Ib a " soft breathing.” 

2. n (b), the 8th letter, Is a •* rough breathing." 

2. ~ O, the 16th letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Is a deep 
guttural, and has no equivalent in English. 

4. p (q), the 19th letter, and the 11th letter, are like 

deep k. 1, the 6th Iclter, ia like waft or v In tan. 

IlIJNfMItl l> 

The mark of accent (') ia used over vowels to distin¬ 
guish them from the same vowel unaccented, thus: 
isA; a = b; 6 = £; e = e: 1 = 1; i = i: 6 = G; o = o; 
0 = 0; n = n. Ilnngnrian in one of the Ural-Altaic lan¬ 
guages In which the accent is on the root syllable, which 
is generally the first syllable, and the following syllable* 
observe the law of harmonic sequence of vowels. See 
HARMONIC SEQUENCE. 

1. C or cz = ts in lasts; ca, t», and iy = ch in church; 
da e= j In Jest. 


2. G followed by j or y Is like j In jest; elsewhere, g and 
gh are like g in go. 

3. II ia always aspirated. 

4. J (consonant) = y In yet; j (rowel) = I in machine; dy 
(also gy) = J In jest; ly (I) = lii In brilliant; ny = nl In 
union. 

5. It, see Dutch, 10. 

G. S = sh Id she; sz = a In hiss; zs = zh. 

7. Y la generally a consonant; y (vowei) = t. 

ITALIAN, 

Italian words are generally accented on the penult. 

1. E in open syllables has the sound of a in fate; In closed, 
of a in fare. 

2. C and cc before a, o, n, and ch before e and I, have 
the sound of k. 

3. C and cc before e and I have the sound of ch in church. 

4. G before a, o, n, and gb before e and i, have the sound 
of g In go. 

5. G before a and i haa the sound of j in Jest. Gg = dj. 
G1 =s Hi in brilliant. Gn = nv (ni in union). 

G. II has no sound of Its own. Cn =c Io cab; gh = g In go. 

7. O open has the sound or o in no; closed, of o In not. 

8. II, see Dutch, 10. 

9. 8 Initial has the sonod of e In hiss; between two vow¬ 
els, of z in zone. 8c before e and I has the aound of sh In 
she: sch and sc before a, o, and o have the sound of sk. 

10. Z before l followed by a second vowel has the sound 
of ts In lasts; Initial, or after a consonant, of dz; zz = ts. 

LATIN (ENGLISH TIliTlIOD). 

1. A, e, I or y, o, and u, ending accented syllables, have 
the sound of fl, i, ol, 0, aod yO (iG after a consonant In the 
same syllable). U after d or 1 generally has the sound 
of n In rule. 

2. A, e, i or y, o, and u before a consonant in an accented 
syllable have the sound of a, c, I, ©, n. Ae and oe fol¬ 
low the rules for e. 

3. A final nnaccented or In an unaccented syllabic has 
the sound of a In sofa. 

4. E, o, and a ending an unaccented syllable (nut final) 
have the sounds of e in believe (g), o In obey (o), and u In 
full (u) or duration (in) respectively. E before r has the 
sound of e in her. 

5. I final has the sound of I In pine (ai); i and y have the 
sound of I in it when ending an unaccented syllabic not 
initial. Plural es final has the sonnd of Iz and os of Cz. 

G. Consonants arc the same aa in English. 

7. C and g are hard (= k and g) before a, o, n; soft ( — s 
and j), before e. I, y. 

8. Cl, si, and ti directly after an accented syllable and be¬ 
fore a vowel have the sonnd of ah or zh; zi = ksh. 

9. 8 final and z initial have the sound of z in zone. 


I O. 1 Immediately before a vowel and after an accented 
a, e, o, or y not initial has nearly the sound of y In yet. 

NOIIWEGIAN. 

The Norwegian alphabet Is the same as the Danlah, 
with few exceptions, In sound. D final in many Norwe¬ 
gian nouns and adjectives has the sound of t, und Is 
silent In some pronouns. G before ft, e, i, 0, aod y has 
the sonnd of y In yet. Hv often has the sound of kv, and 
ak that of eh in she. 

POLISH. 

The stress Is on the penult, except In some compound 
words. Ze, Ii, by, yo, enfllxed to strengthen the pro¬ 
nouns, do not change the accent. 

1. Ch, see German - , 4. 

2. L Is pronounced as In English, but £ is peculiar to the 
Polish langnage, and is formed by forcing the tongue- 
tip against the teeth. 

3. M and n are pronounced as io English. 

4. O nnaccented haa the aound of o in no; accented, the 
sound of u Id full. 

а. It, see Dutch, 10. 

G. Sc has no equivalent In English, but is nearly like ts; 
cz = ch; dz = j; rz = zh; sz = sh. 

7. Y is peculiar to the Slavonic languages, and Is sounded 
something like the German ft, Greek v. 

PORTUGUESE. 

The accentuation Is similar to that of Spanish w ords. 

1. C before a, o, u, 1, or r has the sound of c (= k) In cat. 
Q has the sound of s. Cc is separated in pronunciation, 
the first c being hard (= k), and the second hard (= k) 
before a, o, u, and soft (= s) before e, I, and y. Ch = eh. 

2. G before a, o, u, or a consonant has the sound of g in 
go: before e, 1, and y, the sound of j In Jest. 

3. II Is silent. After 1 and n it gives the consonants a 
liquid sound; lh = ly; nh = ny (nl In union). 

4. K Is found only in foreign words. 

5. M and n final,or after e have a nasal sound (sec French, 
10); elsew here, as In English. 

б. O In open syllables has the aound of o In no; in closed 
syllables, of o in obey; ao and am = nuft: a final = a in 
sofa. 

7. Qua Is pronounced cwO; que = kfl; qui = kl. 

8. 8 between two vowels has the sound of z In zone; 
elsewhere, as In English. 

9. X is generally pronounced as sh in she; ex = x In wax. 

I 0. Z final has the sonnd of a; elsewhere, as z in zone. 

HLSSIAN. 

The Rnssian alphabet Is an enlarged Greek alphabet. 
New characters are added to express peculiar sounds. 


(iu s out; oil; In - f<rud, Jft s fnture; c = k; church; dli s (Ae; go, sing, Ink; no; thin; zh ;= azure; F. bort, dtine. < % from; t, obsolete; i, variant. 
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SCIENTIFIC ALPHABET. 


Some of the letters have the same form as In the Eng¬ 
lish alphalict, but retain the Greek sounds; as, B = v; II 
= n; p = r; c = s; y — u, and x = kh. 

1. 0 (b) before II (p), 4>(ch), K, X (cli = ii) T, IU (sh), or C 
(s) has the sound of p; elsewhere, as In English. 

2. r (g) before K, T, or X (ch) has the sound of U (= eh 
in loch)\ elsewhere, usually us g in go . 

3. E (ye) Initial and unaccented has the sound of ye in 
yet; accented, of yo in yoke; not initial and unaccented, 
as e in net* T, always lias the sound of ye in yet\ 9, the 
31st letter, always has the sound of e in vet; 6 — yO. 

4. I (f) is used before a vowel, and It (I) before a conso¬ 
nant. 

5. K (k) before K, T, or X has the sound of p (= eh in loch >; 
elsewhere, as k in kink. 

6. 0 (S) accented is like o in nor; unaccented, n in arm; 
final, o in no. 

7. P (r) is pronounced as if double, like rr in hurry. 

S. fi (i) is used after a vowel and lengthens the vowel- 
sound, something like English y in hoy (bei). 1.1, the 
28th letter, always has the sound of i in it. Ilf (shen) is 
the 26th letter in the Russian alphabet, and has no equiv¬ 
alent in English. *I>, the 27th letter, is silent, but gives a 
harsh sound to the preceding consonant, as if it were 
doubled; 1>, the 29th letter, is mute, and gives the prece¬ 
ding consonant a soft liqnid sound. 

9. V, the 35th letter, is seldom used in Russian words. 

SPANISH. 

Words ending in a vowel are generally accented on 


the penultimate syllable; those ending hi a consonant, 
on the final syllable. 

1. C final, or before a, o, n, l, nr r, has the sound of k; 
before e and i, Che sound of th in thin. 

2. Ch before a vowei having the circumflex accent has 
the sound of k; elsewhere, as ch in church. 

3. G before a, o, u, 1, or r has the sound of g in go; be¬ 
fore e or i, of u (= eh in loch); gue, gni = ge, gl: gua 
= gwfl; gfie = gw 6; gfii = gwl; guo - gwO. 

4. Ills silelit, except before uc, when it has a siightly na¬ 
sal sound. 

5. J has a harsh guttural sound, nearly like n (= ch in 
loch) or a strongly aspirated h. 

6. Li is like 1 anti y (consonant) prononneed in one syl¬ 
lable. See Polish, 2. fi = ny (ni in union). 

7. R initial after i, n, 8, and in compounds from a primi¬ 
tive in r, has a harsh, rough sound unlike anything in 
English; elsewhere, as r in rolt. 

8. Y alone after a vowel followed by a consonant or final 
haa the sound of i in machine; before a vowei in the 
same syllable, or between two vowela, it has the sound 

of j i° Jest. 

SWEDISH. 

The stress of Swedish words is on the root syllable. 

1. C and ch, before a, o, u, aa, have the sound of k. C 
before e, i, y, ft and 6 has the sound of a. Ch initial 
haa the sound of ch in church; elsewhere, as k. Tj = eh. 

2. D is pronounced as in English. I)t = t. 

3. F final has the sound of v; elsewhere, aa f in fun. Fv 
= v. 


4. G ending a syllable after another consonant has the 
sound of g aspirated; before e, i, ft, 0, y, the sound of y 
in yet; elsewhere, aa g in go. 

5. H is Silent before j or v; elsewhere, as h in hat . 

G. K before n is soanded; before ft, e, 1, y, and 0 it has 
the sound of ch in church; elsewhere, as k in kink; kj 
= eh; qu — kv. 

7. The vowel-sounds are pronounced long or short, accord¬ 
ing to certain stress or accentuation; no fixed rules can 
be given for their use. A, i, fi, and 0 = fl, f, e, and u; aa 
(ft) = 0;e accented s= i (pronounced quickly); o finoi =0, 
and elsewhere it is like u in full. 

WELSH 

Welsh words are accented on the penult. 

1. a = Q or a; e = 6 or fi; o = 0 or o; n = I or i; y = u 
or fi. Sec def. 8. 

2. Ch (= n), sec Oehman, 4. Fhas the sound of v; ff = f. 

3. Ng nas the sound of ng in sing, and sometimes begins a 
syllable in Welsh. 

4. ‘11 is aspirated, never silent. 

5. I before a, e, o, u, and y, in the same syllahle, has the 
sound of y In yet; elsewhere, as i in machine or i in it. 
Iw = in or yfi. 

G. Li has no equivalent in English. To make its sound, 
plaee the tongue as for 1, and force the breath out of the 
right side of the mouth. See Polish (1), 2. 

7. R, see Dutch, 10. Rh (the 21st letter) is never final, and 
has no equivalent in English. 

8. Y in the penult or antepenult has the sound of u in up; 
final or in monosyllables like i In it; circumflexed like i 
in machine. 


THE PRINCIPLES AND EXPLANATIONS 

OF THE 

SCIENTIFIC ALPHABET. 


t. Scientific Alfabct, 

prepared and promulgated by The Americas Philolooical As¬ 
sociation, adopted and recommended by The American Spell¬ 
ing Reform Association, and us-ed in the Standard Dictionary. 


Letters. Names. As in— 


a, a, a (ah) 

A, a, ft (ai(r)) 

B, b (bee) 

C, c=k, q (kee) 
Ch, ch (chee) 

D, d (dee) 


isk fflr 


Letters. 
O, o, 0 

e, ©, s 


Names. As in— 


Oi 

fat, fare 
bat 
eat 

church 
did 
then 

met, they Sh, sh 
fit T, t 

go Th, th 

he H, u, fl 

it, caprice U, n, u 
J. j (jay) jet V, v 

[K, k]=e(Iay) kin 

L, 1 (el) lo, noble 

M, m (em) me 

N, n (en) -no 

Ng, ng (ing) king 


(oA) 

(awe) 


Dh, dh 

E, e, C 

F, f 

iU 

1, U 


(thee) 

(uy) 

(ghee) 

(kee) 

(ee) 


obey, no 
not, what, 
nSr, wall 
pet 

(quit)cwit 

rat 

so 

she 

tell 

thin 

full, rfile 

but, burn 

vat 

wo 

wax 

ye 

zone 

azure 


P, p (pee) 

[Q* q] = c (cue) 

R, r (ar) 

8, s («£>?) 

(ish) 

(tee) 

(ilh) 

(oo) 

(u(r)) 

(ree) 

W, w (ivoo) 

[X, x]=cs (ex) 

Y, y (yee) 

Z, z (zee) 

Zh, zh ( zhee) 

Diphthongs; ai, aisle, I; an (ou), stout (stout); ei, 
coin; iu, find (feud), minsie (music). 

For Script Alphabet, see p. 2106. 

All the letters of this alphabet represent different ele¬ 
mentary English sounds, except the duplicates k , q , and 
j\ and the number of the elementary sounds is 32. There 
are puiy 23 letters, exeluding the duplicates k, q. and x, 
in the common alphabet, so that there are 9 elementary 
sounds without letters. 

2. Ncccsxorj New Letter*. ci, e, u. 

Three of these sounds are provided for by new let¬ 
ters, a, e, u. In the old alphabet a and a stand for the 
same sounds. In the scientific alphabet the two 
familiar forms are differentiated, a a are to be nsed 
for the sound in are, a a for that in am. In a similar 
manner capital U and lnwer-ease u are differentiated, 
II u being used fnf the sound in full , U u for that in 
up. In this way I and J, V and U, are differentiated. 
C and Q, u and u, had been previously differentiated by 
adding a tag to the earlier letter; in that way the new e 
is made; the breve of 6 ia dropped into the body of the 
letter. 

3. DlgrnnlDH for Lellers; cli, dh, ng* 

Mil, th, zli. 

Tne six remaining elementary sounds are denoted hy di¬ 
graphs. The digraphs ch as in church , ng us in king, sh 
as in she , th as in thin, are in familiar use for elementary 
sonnds which are never denoted in English by a single 
letter. The reformers have only to set them apart form¬ 
ally as letters und give them a name as such. Zh docs 
not occur in literary use, but the sound in ece&fihtm 
(occasion) has the same relation to that of sh in rglfishun 
(relation) which z has to s , and it is freely and without 
objection recognized as zh. So d is to t , as dh Is to th, 
as dhen is to thin. Ch is often analyzed into tsh , but it is 
given a plaee and a name with the digraph letters. I*li, 
named pht, Is not counted, since Its sound is represented 

by /- 


4. DIphtlioiigi expressed by tlielr 

Elements. 

©1, now' printed oi, is received at once, and cm, now' 
printed ou, is seen to need two letters; but ul is so gen¬ 
erally written i, as in fne, pine , described as long i, and 
printed I in dictionaries, that the expansion of it to ai 
surprises, and its accuracy is not at once perceived. A 
similar statement is true about In, which is generally 
written u, as in music. But as u is found alone, as in 
full, rude , phonetic necessity requires some addition to 
the u of music, or change of it; and so of oi; long i is the 
i of machine. Full diphthongal writing is now used fu 
the Oxford dictionary, and in the works of the English 
philologists as well as those of other countries. 


Dirtliaii^z. 


ul aisle pine sigh eye I 
oil pain sal ai ai 
ii ii out cow boand bough 
out can haunt! ban 


©1 oil boy avoid togs 
oil bet avoid teiz 
lu tew mute deration 
ilu mint diureshun 


5. IMacrltlenl murks, 

Long and Short. 

The deliverance of the philologists is “ It seems best to 
follow' the Latin and other languages written in Roman 
letters in the use of a single sign for a short vowel and 
its long, distinguishing them, when great exactness is re¬ 
quired, by a diacritical mark. 1 ” The scientific alphabet 
as a practical reform alphabet w r as intended for use ulti¬ 
mately without diacritics in literature and common life. 
Italian, Spanish, Latin, and German are regarded as 
spelled phonetically, though a, e, i , and other vowels with¬ 
out diaeritiea are sometimes long and sometimes short. 
In English, however, the old spelling separates the short 
and long sounds of some of the letters. The long of i as 
in it is oftenest written ee, as in meet; the long of e as in 
bet is most familiar as a in fate, and many persons 
never notice, or know, that the sound nf ee is i prolonged, 
or that the sound of a In fate is that of e in met pro¬ 
longed. The spelling reformers generally give out the 
alphabet in complete pairs of long and short vowels, the 
long vowels uniformly distinguished with the maeron. 


Short Vcinelz. 

tin city divide has a 
tin siti divaid bizi 
5 )*?n h*ad ferry defer 

pen hed ferl defer 
i tft chasm biaek adds 
at cazni blae adz 
:i ask chant comma 
ask chont. coma 
not w as actor yacht 
net woz actor yet 
> obey eulogy propose 
ohe yfilojl proi>0z 
if bat enowgh national 
but enuf nashunal 
i fall book coaid sagar 
ftil buk cud shngar 


Lang Vuuelz. 

i machine ^ve quren 
moshfn fv cwtn 

e eight fate play prey 
et fet pie pre 
h (are bear w h^re air 
fftr bftr hwfir ftr 

ii arm father calm 
Ann ffldher cflm 

© nor fall ought \aws 
n8r fol St ISz 
o note poar token low 
not ]>0r tfikn 10 
0 harr workers carls 
bur w urkerz ciirlz 
fi rale food rade tax) 
rfii ffid rfid tfi 


For literature, spelling-reformers suggest the use of 
diacritics for long e and l only, thus: 

Ilwen yuzingdhisSaientifie Alfabetin pepyuiar print, 
for erdineri buks and niuzpeperz, it iz not considerd 
neseseri tu eniploi a daiacritical mark tu indiket long 
vauelz ecsept in dhl kes ev f and e. Dhen dhi onli liiu 
leterz for dhi printer’z kes wil bt dhfz faiv: t, e, a, o. u, 
widh dhar eapitalz. Proper nemz m6 bf ieft onehenjd, 
and x me bl yuzd az an abbrtvieshun ev cs and ks, but 
not for gz. C must olwez sound az k, but dhi filelojists 
cud not agrf tu rul aut k. 

6 . The Diacritics of the Standard. 

A pronouncing dictionary must of course use diacritics 
for all the long vowels. It is one of the purposes of the 
Standard to present tn the public in its pronunciation the 
English vocabulary in the exact form proposed for re¬ 
formed spelling, so that the Standard may be a standard 
of spoiling for reformers as well as conservatives, 
c, i. It has seemed best to use the circumflex accent for 
t and I rather than the maeron, to avoid the unhappy as¬ 
sociations with C and I that are referred to above, and 
to accord w ith the literary printing of which a specimen 
has just been given. 

It has seemed best, also, to add to the scientific alpha¬ 
bet notation for variant obscure syllables. A large pro¬ 
portion of the unaecen ted vowels in English words have 
two pronunciations, equally good each in its own time, 
and freely used by the same persons—one formal,distinct, 
pedagogical, the other colloquial; the first may be ac¬ 
curately denoted by one of the letters of the scientific al¬ 
phabet, the second is a variation from the first, a natural 
weakening of it, which can only be accurately described 
hy giving its direction and limit. Two main directions 
are indicated in the Standard, one a narrowing in the 
direction of of which ! is the limit, the other a failure 
to bring out the resonance of the vowel chamber, a 
ehange in the direction of u, u, as in hut, l/uim. The 
first is denoted by ns in maunten (mountain), added, 
the second by /->: mfimgnt, at$m. The use of has 
been extended to g ns in gsk, whieh has a variant pro¬ 
nunciation from fl as in /ar towards a as in fat. L’nac- 
cented a aa in sqfa varying towards u in up, and o ns in 
theory also varying towards u might have been printed 
with the x-s according to the system, but are printed 
without It for simplicity, their relations being such as to 
lead to no ambiguity. 

7. TSxpInnation of Letter*. 

The characters of the alphabet nsed in the Standard 
Dictionary will now be taken up in their alphabetical 
order, to set forth aa plainly as pcssible the distinction 
between the sounds which they npiesent, and to indicate 
the words and syllables in which each character occurs 
in the common spelling. A fmther physiological descrip¬ 
tion of the sounds, with important facts of history and 
philology connected with them, will be found under the 
English letters in their alphabetical order in the vocab¬ 
ulary. 

8. G a a a a a 
Roman Italic Script 

Tiie first elementary sound inmost alphabets is that of 
a in for, father . The character used for it in the Scicn- 


sofu, urm, usk; at, fare, accord; element, or = ov«r, eight, § = usage; tin, machine, j = renew; ohey, no; n«t, n«r, at©m; full, riile; but, burn; olsle; 
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tiflc Alphabet Is like Greek a, Italic a, German a, and Eng- cm is found: 


lish script a. It is named (ah) from its sound; sometimes 
alpha. Its Greek name. The form of it used in Roman print 
(a) is a new type, but is intelligible at first stall t. It la used 
in reformed spelling of tiernian as well as of English, and 
is adopted in the Oxford English dictionary. The use of 
it requires no change In common writing or italic print, 
except that care must be taken to write it, not A, for the 
capital. 

Clrm! arm! Clmerica. Hark! hark! the lark. 
arm! arm! Urnerica. Ilark! hark! the lark. 

<1 y a 

strong variant obscure 

9. Strong « In ar, ear, at/, augh, etc. 

1. «i is clearest and most nearly constant in accented or 
final or followed by a second consonant other than r, as in 
bAr, cAr, fAr, pAr, stAr, etc.; bArh, Arc, cArd, Argue, pArk, 
mAri. Arm. bAm. hArp, bArque, stArry < stAr (not tnnr- 
ry , etc.), MArs, Art. cAr.ve, stflrvc. etc.; in strong unac¬ 
cented ar, as in cAmution, cArboiic, etc.; in ear. as in 
heArken, heArt, heArth, and sometimes in er , as in ser¬ 
geant = sArjgnt. 

2. u Is recognized as the correct sound before silent l, 
followed by/, ;/i. or r, as incAlf. hAlf, bAlm, cAlm, pAlm, 
psAhn, quAlm. cAive, hAlve. sAlve. Some persons say calm 
to rime with am, and the like, but that is not approved: 
A should have the same sound in cAlf as In scArf. 

3. u is heard before gh = /, nch, rut, nt, but it is writ¬ 
ten au. as in laugh (iAf», launch (lAnch), laundry 
(lAndri). aunt (Ant), etc. Some of these w ords have vari¬ 
ant pronunciations like a in can or like A in nor, blit 
in the pronunciation here approved an in laugh has the 
same sound bh a in gear/. 

4. *1 occurs ending an accented syllable, as in papA, 
fAther. so in Aii. 

.>. ii not Anglicized comprises most of the A‘s of thla 
Dictionary. 

10. Variant ij in off, ance, ask, alh, etc. 

<i is used to denote words of variant pronunciatinn like 
' a*k, fast. These words have a formal pronunciation 


1. Printed ou , as in thou (dhou), out, hour, etc. 

2. Printed aw, as in now (non), owl, jdow, etc. 

In whatever disguise this diphthong may be hidden 
in common spelling. It is represented by its proper ele¬ 
ments In the pronnneiation of thia Dictionary, aa in the 
Oxford English dictionary, aod in the works of recent 
philologists. 

14. A a 


A a An A a 

Roman Italic Script 

When the Roman missionarica undertook to write the 
Anglo-Saxon language in Roman letters, they found sev¬ 
eral sounds unlike any Latin sounds, and among them the 
pair of vowel sounds now heard in /at, /are. They rec¬ 
ognized them as intermediate between the Latin a as in 
arm and Latin e as in rein, and made a ligature of these 
letters (a», se) as a new letter for the new language. The 
Normans had no such sounds, and the new letters were 
lost from use. They wrote the words which contained 
them with a; and so in onr common print u is louded 
with the sounds of both a and a*. A scientific alphabet 
must separate them again. The Oxford English diction¬ 
ary has revived the use of the Anglo-Saxon ligature te, 
and prints a*t = at, mam = man, etc. But it Iiuh seemed 
best to the framers of the Scientific Alphabet promul¬ 
gated by the American Philological Association to differ¬ 
entiate o and a, to set apart a, a for the old sound in 
/aiher . and use a, a exclusively for the jieculiar English 
sound in at, man. 

a it a 

short long obscure 

The elementary sound a appears short as in a/, long 
as in /ire, obscure as in Record. 

15. Short a in close accented syllables. 

Short a is found mostly in accented syllables ending in a 
consonunt, as cat'tle, ax'is, fat, rau'uom, etc. 

1G. Loll" ii before rin English words. 


22. Cli ch 

cli as in church is accepted as an elementary sound or 
letter in the pronunciation of this Dictionary, snd named 
chi {chee). It is the voiceless consonant corresponding 
with j. eli and j are often represented in scientific 
phonology by tsh, dzh. See further under J, G. 

cli is represented in common spelling by: 

], ch, Initial, as in chance. cheer, chirp, chop, churl, 
etc.; final, as in beech, which, approach, etc. 

2 . tch, medial, ae In satchel, pitcher; final, aa in 
match, witch, etc. 

3. ch in tch, nch, final, as in Jilch, etc., lunch, etc., by 
English orthoeyists generally pronounced Ish, nth. 

4 . te unaccented, as in righteous (raichus); ti in tion 
nnaccented, aa in question (eweschun), etc. 

5 . ta unaccented, as in nature (n£chur), venture, etc. 

23. D <1 

<1. This soond aa described in the vocabulary is uniformly 
represented by d in the common spelling. But see J. 

24. I>II dh 

dli. The digraph dh ia assumed for the elementary sound 
of Ih In that and named dhl {thee). It ia described In 
the vocabulary under T. It Is always represented by th 
In the common spelling. See dh under tu, p. 2107, G5. 

25. U e 

The elementary sound e appears short as in pen, long 
aa in 7 x 110 (pen), each of which varies in unaccented syl¬ 
lables toward i in 7 nty, as In added, surface (surfgs). 
It is also found obscure aa in moment , over, etc. 


short 


var?« 


iant obscure 


substantially like a in arm, calm, etc., and also a frequent ® as in/flr« ia found 

pronunciation verging to a in as, n/n. An intermediate r represented in 

sound has been a favorite American suggestion. Variant cnrf scarce.'e tc.: hv al 

9 is found: 

1. «j in off, oft, as In chcjff, etc., gfter. etc. 

2 . u in once, anch, and, arm. ant , as in dunce, etc., 
branch, etc., command, etc., gnswer, etc., grynt, etc. 

3. y in am ta England: example. 

4. ij in ask, asp, a**, a*t, as in gsk, etc., gap, etc., pgss, 
glg-s/etc., past, caste, cgstle. etc. 

<1 in ath, ns in bath, pgth, etc. 

f>. 9 * or a I * 1 scientific terms and names derived from 
Greek or Latin, or formed in analogy w ith ancient Latin, 
which those who follow the so-called Continental method 
of pronouncing Latin give the sound nf variant 9 aa de- Obscure u as in Record is found In such nnaccented 


in English words before 
common print by a in 
cure (cflr), scarce,' etc.; by al in hair (hflr). pair, etc.; 
by ea ir bear (bAr), pear, swear , etc.; by e in ere (ftr), 
there, etc.; tiy ei in their (ahftr), heir , etc.; by ey In eyre 
(Sr). This sound is not distinguished from that of £ in 
rein by some oid English dictionaries, but the phonctists 
of to-day make a carefui distinction. It ia a familiar 
sound in Anglo-Saxon, and a similar sound occurs in 
French, German, and some other foreign words given in 
tills Dictionary. 

17. Obscure h before doubled consonants in unac¬ 
cented syllables. 


scribed atiove. 

7. (i for a In foreign words not fully Anglicized or es¬ 
tablished ta pronuncfatlou as A or a. 


syllables aa have a formal distinct pronunciation 
ifke short a in at, and also a colloquial pronunciation 
varying towards u in hut, burn, etc. it is found mostly 
before a doubled consonant, as rtfloy, acquit (peewit), 
or In syllables which are fumlliar as separate words with 
the bouikI of a In at, ns man, countryman. 


11 OhNt'ti re <1 in unaccented syllables, and In the 
diphthongs ul and uti. 

<1 is used In nnaccented syllables which if accented would 
have strong or variant o' sound, but lose their proper res¬ 
onance for want of vooai effort, and verge toward an ob- ||, |>. The sound b as described in its vocabnlary place Is 
scitre sound like u in but, burn. regularly represented in common spelling by the same 

In partake, monarch, the ur is so distinct In scholarly letter, II, b. 


18. II li 


pronnneiation. that the orthoepist may hesitate whether 
to print |iartake or pArtake, monarch or mnnArch; break¬ 
fast Is almost distinct enough to be printed breakfAst, 
hut in liar, final, so/a. the a is obscure beyond doubt. 

<1 sound is represented by: 

1 . a in ar unaccented, as in liar, monarch, partake, 
etc. 

2 . « in open syllables unaccented, as in abase, amid, 
arise, sofa, ambrosia, etc. 

3 . a in close syllables unaccented before continuous 
consonants (variants 1-5, above), as before f in serwph, 
etc.; / in final, local, etc.; m in madam, fn-dinm, etc.: n 
in Grecian, infancy, giant, etc.; s In trespass, compass, 
breakfast, etc.; th In Snhbath, etc. 

1 . 11 unaccented in scientific terms and foreign words 
not Anglicized. 

5 , <1 In the diphthongs ai and ou. 

12. ul 

nl as in aisle la a dlnhtiinng consisting of ■ glide be¬ 
tween a as above and t as in machine. 'The glide some¬ 
times begins with full accented A as in fAr, sometimes 
with obscure a as in sofa. The former is usually heard 
bv American phoiietlsts, the latter by southern English. 
The sound Is a modern grow th from accented long I as in 
machine, and is still commonly printed I. See I, in the 
vocabulary. 

ul is found: 

1. Printed I, in strong open syllables, final or before a 
vowel, as In lie (talk rial (valul), etc.; or before a sin¬ 
gle consonant or mule and liquid, as in idol, fibrous, 
etc.; In strong endings in silent e, aa in ice, reconcile, 
guilt, imrcujrinc., mine, realize, appetite, regicide, etc.; be¬ 
fore silent consonants, as in/iict, night, sign, etc.; before 
final Id, mb, nt, st; mild, etc., (drub, pint, Christ; so ei, 
as in height, sleight. etc.; so oi in cherir. 

2. Printed y In fiu (fi«i), dyer, hydra, rye, fy/re, etc.; 
ey ta eye, etc., uy in buy. 

In whatever disguise this diphthong may be hidden In 
common sjielHiig.lt Ih represented by Us j>roper elements 
in the jironunclatlon of this Dictionary, as in tho Oxford 
dictionary, and in the works of recent philologists. 

13. mi 

imi as ta out is a diphthong consisting of a glide !*»- 
tweeii a as above described and A as in Hide. It is a 
modem growth from fi, like ai from T. In the lGth cen¬ 
tury it was pronounced and written ou (= o -f n), and 
Is still so printed, thongii the pronunciation changed to 
au In the 18 th century. 


19. C = K 

The Anglo-Saxon language, which Is the oldest Eng¬ 
lish, the Norman, and the Latin, from which most of 
the new words came in the early jierlod, ali nsed c for the 
first sound in can and 4rin ( Anglo-Saxon ryn), so that Old 
English used c for the k sound thronghmit. In Middle 
English large numbers of w ords with c = k changed their 
proonnciution without changing their spelling, and c be¬ 
came an ambignouH letter before e, 1 , and y. K w as then 
brought into use, giving ns kia for do, king for cing, and 
the like. The pronunciation of thia Dictionary accepta 
the historical jxxdtiou, so far as to use c as the common 
letter having always the same sound as k, and to use k 
only in the positions where k is established. 

20 . c for c, ch = k, cl\ etc. 

eiensed; 

1. For c nf the common spelling before n, 9 , A, au, a, 
ft, 3 , o. A, ©. (j. A, n, fi, v, 0, aa in plco, cyst, cArt, cow (enu), 
etc.: can, eftre. etc; colAgne, cOne, etc.; con, cokw (ctii^r), 
cArd, etc.; coed (cOl), etc.; cub, cur, etc.; before a conso¬ 
nant, as dam, cram, etc.; final, as music, etc. 

2. For c = k before e and i as well as a, o, u. In the 
Roman pronunciation in the rcsjieHing of Latin words, 
as Liliaceic (English pronunciation, lUicsgt; Roman, 
iiligccS. jirononnced -ghee). 

3. For ch = k, before the same vowels aa c (1), aa in 
chasm (enzm), anchor (apc^r>, etc.; before a consonant, 
aa in chloriel (clorid), chronic (crenlc), etc.; final as in 
epoch (epoc), eunuch, distich, etc. 

4. For ck final or before a consonant, aa pack (jmc), 
sackbut (saebut), cockle (cecl); sometimes, however, the 
etymology of the word or some well-established form In 
k favors the use of k for ck. 

For q in gu =: cw, as In epeeen (cwfn), liquid, etc.; 
for qu, as in liquor (liegr), piquant (pleout), antique 
(antic), burlesque (bOrlese), i*tc. 

f». For gh lu hough (hoc), lough (loc), etc. 

7. In x = ca. 

21 . k for k, c = k, ch = k, ck, etc. 

k la used: 

1 . For k In the common spelling, as Kate (ket), skate 
(skfit), Koran (korAn), brakeman (hrGkmftn), kitten 
(kitn), taking (taking), etc. 

2. For c = k, ch = k, or ck Is'forc b, 0, e, g, T, J, I, 
in, in, as delicate (deliket ar -k€t), vacation (vtk^shon), 
procuring (prokifiring), etc., (Chemistry (keinistrl), chi¬ 
mera (klinlro), anarchy (anorkl), etc., tacking (taking), 
etc. 


2G. Skort c before a consonant, etc. 

Short e as in men is found before a consonant in the 
same syllable, cutting the sound off short Into a pure e, 
as In net, ssil, and in initial tc-, e/-, el-, eri-, en-, er-, es-, ex -; 
it la represented also by a lu a^y (eni), sp in foreign 
words, as in xEtna, ai in said, ea in heod, ei In heifer, 
eo In leopard, ie Infriend, ue in guess, u in bury, etc. 

27. Variant c in unaccented syllables. 

Variant £ as in eclifyst is used: 

1. In the unaccented syllables of such words as have 
a formal pronunciation iike e In ivd and a colloquial 
jironunclatlon varying toward final i (y) in jrity, as added, 
elegant, meaning that the jiedagogne snya nd'ded in 
class, but ad'id at home, el'eg-ant ih cluss, and el'i-gant 
at home. 

2. For e endiog an unaccented syllable which has 
varied toward T, as in initial b§-, eg-, erg-, dg-, g-, fg-, 
frg-, ug-, phe-, rg-, se-, tg-, trg-, vg-, etc. In these words 
peda^odc license gives the e its name sound ce = T, 
and Tericographic llcenac printa it with a sign aa if it 
had lengthened and shortened again. So e final aa in 
Chile, and ey a* in attorney, etc. 

28. Oliwouro g and gr 

Obscure g as in moment, found in unaccented sylla¬ 
bles, indicates a formal pronunciation of e as In men, 
and also the fact that in colloquial pronunciation it turns 
toward «In run, rather than to i in pity, and «o becomes 
mojmmt rather than mmnivl. Accented gr aa In her, 
jerk, ir in stir, etc., ia jironounced substantially like ur 
in burn, yet has a formal pronunciation iike er in merry. 

c i* 

long variant 

29. Iii»ii" c aa in male, etc. 

Long e as in mate, etc., generally known ae the longsonnd 
or a, is really a prolongation of e in met, and is indicHttd 
by e in early English, French, German, Latin, Greek, and 
other languages. For its vanish aee vocabulary. It is 
represented in common spelling by: 

1. ea in break, el in rein, eigh in eight, ey in they. 

2. a before a vowei as in aorisf, etc.; before con¬ 
sonants and silent e, as in fate, choste, strange, etc.; 
before mb, net, ss, in cambric, undent, bass, etc. 

3. ai in /ah/, aa in gaol, ay in day,, au in gauge, 
aigh in straight. When learned in this key, it will at 
once suggest the proper jiroimnclation of French, Ger¬ 
man, Italian, Latin, or Greek words in which it occnrs. 

The use of ft for the long sound of e by Webster lias 
become familiar to many, so that 6 looks strunge in 
worda like abase (obfn), fatal (fetal), and the like. 
The elementary sound, however, is t as in met: this pro¬ 
longation should lie represented by e w ith a diacritic of 
prolongation or an added vowel. The Oxford dictionary 
nsea C 1 . Our printers use C as in tcte»d*tete; so in other 
languages — Latin, Anglo-Saxon, and the rest. 

80. Variant § in unaccented syllables. 

Variant {• as In usage Is found lu unaccented syllables, 
and iiulicatca that some careful eiieakers pronounce 
It like the ey in they, while others pronounce It col¬ 
loquially more like i in pity; the intermediate sound e 
ns in edge, use edge (usage), is the most common. It 
occnrs in unnccented ace in jxdace (pales), etc.; age in 
courage (curGj), etc.; ate In senate (sen0t), etc.; so uin in 
fountain (fauntgn), etc., according to ninny authorities. 

31. V f 

f la represented in common spelling by: 

1 ♦ fff\ as In fate, deaf, of, etc. 

2. ph, in w ords from Greek, as jyhiloeophy, etc., or sup- 
poseu Greek, as sulphur. 

3. gh. in cough (eftf), draught (drgft), enough (enuf), 
laugh (lAf), rough (ruf), slough (sluf), tough (tuf), trough 
(trAf). 

32. CS 

jr as In go is the sound of the Roman letter, and is al¬ 
ways the sound of g (ng Is another letter) in the resjx‘11- 


iitiaowt; oil; I ft =3 fewd, Jfl = fntt/re; c = k: clturcli; dli = Me; go, sing, ink; xo; thin; zli = azure; F. bon, dtine. <,from; t, obsolete; X, 


variant. 
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Ing for pronunciation. It is represented In the common 
spelling by: 

1 * g » gg , before a, o, v, or a consonant, as In garden, 
pood, gpwzl, etc., egg, dagger , etc. 

‘ 2 . <7 a In ^i/ard,< 7 « 6 .s 7 , roguldt,etc., ]>lagite, fatigue, etc 

3. gh In ghastly, < 7/4 ad, burgher. 

4. g In x — gz, as in exalt (egzSlt), etc. 

g as in age is represented by j. 

33. II, It, liw, oil, etc. 

It as a single letter is described In the vocabulnry, and it 
is always represented by h in common spelling; but h\v 
is printed wh. See W. 11, h is hIso used in the digraphs 
ch,dh, ph, sh, th, zh, which represent simple souods and 
are spoken of in their alphabetic order. 

34. II 

Small capital ti Is nsed for foreign forms of rough breath* 
ing, especially In Scotch and German words like loch, 
ach. To make it, place the vocal organs for saying k, 
then attempt to utter h without changing the position of 
the organs. 

35. I i 

1 i 1 

short long variant 

Short 1 before a consonant, etc. 

Short 1 as described In the vocabulary is found in Its 
most distinct form:, 

1. In syllables ending in a consonant, represented in 
common spelling by i, as in if, til , him , bitter , city, filial, 
etc.; critic, British , etc.; by y, as in system, etc.; ee, 
breeches (briehez), been (bln), etc.; ie , as In sieve; ui , as 
in build , guVt, guinea, etc.; w, as in busy (bizi); 0 , as in 
women (wimen). 

2. Prolonged and narrowing a little at the end of syl¬ 
lables unaccented, represented by f Initial and medial, 
und by y final, as I 11 Italian, levity, divorce , very (veri), 
city , etc. This 1 might be distinguished as i; but 1 has 
been used for simplicity, and j "used only in the vari¬ 
ants toward y entering into l?7, as in nature (nechnr or 
netiQr), where the tinr varies nearly or qnite to tyfir, 
ehur, and tyur. 

36. Long i = ee 

Long i (ee) (not long ai), the sound of 1 prolonged, as 
In machine, police , etc., is the i of eurly English and of 
French, German, Latin, Greek, and other languages. 
See 1, In vocabulary place. It is regularly used for this 
sound wherever it occurs, and Is represented in common 
spelling by : 

1 . i in ine , as In machine , marine, etc., so Capuchin, 
etc.; in iqne, ss antique , critique , etc.; in igue, as fatigue, 
intngue, etc.; in ice, as capidee, police, etc.; so chemise; 
In He, as ptvfile, etc. 

2 . ie, as in field, etc.; grief, etc., believe, etc., piece , 
etc.; mien, shriek , etc. 

3. ei, as In ceil, conceive, either, leisure , etc. 

4. e, as in be, he, etc.; ee, as In bee, see, meet , etc.;ea, as 
in beast, ceast, sea, etc.; so people. 

5. a?, ay, a , as in Caesar, quay, Phoebus, etc. 

6 . before r, as in here, career , ear, bier , etc., thus ma¬ 
king a diphthong with closing r. This is a more frequent 
sound in England than in America; English serious — 
strains, American sl'ri-us. 

37. Variant 5 in dictionary pronunciations, etc. 

Variant | as in renew is used in transcribing the pro¬ 
nunciation of other dictionaries and in a few words, as 
sEmas (Inlas), and means that the pedagogic sound is 
i as In machine, and the colloquial a shortening toward 
i in pity. Words in which this sign Is nsed for the pro¬ 
nunciation of the Century or Webster have in the Stand¬ 
ard generally the preferred pronunciation g, as rgview, 
etc. 

38. Dlphtho 11 g<il I 1 

Long I = al as in pine. Sec under a, 12. 

39. in in in 

long short obscure 

Ill as in adieu, In as In duration, ffi as in nature (see 
short 1, 85, 2) Is a diphthongal sountC composed of i (in 
it or machine ) and n (of full or rule), as im/te, duty, etc. 
See under U, In vocahulary. Beginning a syllable, it 
generally appears In the respelling as yO (accented) or 
yn (unaccented), as useful (yfisful), casual (cazhyual), 
etc. It is represented by: 

1. leu, lew, as In adieu, lieu , view, etc. 

2 . eu, ew, ui, nut after l, j, or r, as in feud, dew, etc., 
suit, nuisance , etc., so beauty < beuty , etc. 

3. u, before a vowel, or medial consonants capable of 
beginning a syllable, as imbuing, etc., mute, musing, 
etc., and before gn , as impugn, etc.; except after r, l,j 
and sometimes s. So ue as In due, etc. See u, psge 
2107, 68 , 70. 

40. J < dzli < <ly 

J as described in the vocabulary Is represented by: 

1 . j. Initial and medial, as \njam, ajar, etc. 

2 . g, ge, r/i, gg, as in gender, gill, etc., age, college , etc., 
pigeon , religion, exaggerate, etc. 

3. dg, as 1 n judge, ridge, etc. 

4. di , de, as In soldier, grandeur, and so In verdure 
(vgrdiflr, vgrjnr), etc. 

41. K = C 

k, a favorite letter In early ages for graving with chisel and 
hammer from right to left, became Incongruous and dif¬ 
ficult In modem Homan writing, and passed out of use 
among the Romanic peoples and the Anglo-Saxons. It Is 
used to replace ambiguous c before e, i, y , etc., and to 
transllteiate k and kh from strange languages. See C 
19, 21. 

42. Ij I 


mon spelling by l , initial, medial, and final, as in late, 
milder, fait; by ll, medial and final, as In follow, roll, etc. 
Syllabic l is often represented by le, as In little (litl), bridle 
(hraldl), etc. This should be pronounced as written, 
not like bridal (braidal); so syllabi, not syllobul, and the 
like. Syllabic l should not be pronounced al, ol, nor el. 

43 . HI 111 

HI as described in the vocabulary is represented in com¬ 
mon spelliug by m, mm, as In map, am, summer, etc. 
Syllabic m, as m chasm , should not be pronounced um. 

44. N 11 

11 11 11 

for n for ng French n 

11 as described in the vocabulary Is represented In common 
spelling by: 

I. n, nn, as in no, honor, on, banner, etc. 

dffw &Jtandcvub 

&fotojvb oMjikidds' 


2. n, accented before g, as In anger , single, English, 
congress, etc.; accented before c = k sounds, as In sink 
(singk = sink), puncture, anchor, conquest, anxious 
(angkshos = ape'shus) > (with k silent) anxiety; so 
handkerchief. This ng is usually printed p. 


short 


47 . O o 
o 

long 


o > © 
variant 
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Kas oh. 
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2. Unaccented en as in heaven (hev’n); on as In lesson 
(les’n), ete. 

n as in ipk Is merely a graphic variation of ng, used for 
* brevity and beauty before c, g, k , q. 

45 . 11 

11 as In bSfi Is found In French words, and is used to In¬ 
dicate that the preceding vowel has a nasnl sound. To 
make it, send thesounaof the vowel through the nose 
as much as possible. This sound in French is often rep¬ 
resented by ng In common English spelling: but it shuuld 
not be; so also in Chinese and other strange languages, 
in which the spelling n^has led in many words to an es¬ 
tablished English pronunciation of ng in place of fi. 

46 . Ng ng 


3 The digraph ng, assumed from the common spell¬ 
ing and named ing, is the sign of the elementary pal¬ 
atal nasal sound In sing , sang, sung, and the like. It 
Is described in the vocahulary under G and N. It is rep¬ 
resented in common spelling hy: 

1. ng, final as In. wrong, and In derivatives, 

L 1 as described In the vocabulary Is represented In com- singer, wronging. 


The elementary sound ©appears short in obey and length¬ 
ened In bid. 

48. Short o in unaccented syllables, etc. 

Short o as in obey Is found in unaccented syllables, and 
is used to indicate a sound like o in no, but not so long 
or resonant, as in theoiy, jrropose, tomato , etc. It 
weakens freely toward u, and might well in many words 
be printed q; but as the pronunciation of 0 as u, tobacco 
as tubaecu, is condemned, it has seemed best to use onlv 
the simple 0 , without diacritic, or sometimes even with 
a macron, as tohacb. 

49. Long o in accented syllables, etc. 

Long © as in no Is found: 

1. In monosyllables and in accented open syllables, as 
so, holy, over, etc. 

2. As au In mauve, eau in beau , ew in sew, oa \nfoal, 
oe In toe, ou in soul, ow in row, ough in though, etc. 

50. Variant o > o 

Variant o > ©: Or is varying in England toward or. 
Home phonetists do not recognize an Or, but pronounce 
shore shOu and pronounce oar and or, four and for, 
mourn, And morn, alike. 

For the diphthongal sonndand notation of 0, see under 
O in the vocabulary. 

51. On ou 

See Ou under a, 13. 

52. O © 

e 6 6 > e § 

short long variant obscure 

This new type Is obtained by dropping the breve of 6 
Into the body of the type, and is named 0 (awe). 

The elementary sound e appears in not, lengthened 
in nought (6), obscure in actor, atom (§), and In the 
diphthong el as in oil. 

53. Short © before consonants, etc. 

Short © as in not is found before a consonant: 

1. Represented by © in a final syllahle, as cob, sob, 
pomp, etc. 

2. In other sy 11 ables before another consonant or an 
unaccented e or i sound (sometimes other vowels), as in 
comma , model, prophet, tonic, novice, solace , solid , modest, 
etc., scholar, product, etc. 

3. Represented by a in wa, tcha, qua, before a final 
consonant sound, as in was, what, quash, etc. 

4. Represented by cm in ough, as in hough, etc., by ow 
in knowledge, oh In John, ach in yacht. 

54. Long © in accented syllables, etc. 

Long © as in nor is found: 

1. In accented syllables ending In or final or followed 
by a second consonant other than r, as or, 01 b, sort, ete. 

2. In verb-forms ending in oi\ and taking a second r in 
inflection, as abhoi'ting (-hSring), abhorred (-herd). 

3. Printed ou, as in ought, cough, trough. 

4. Printed oa, as in broad. 

5. Printed au, as In gaudy, etc., aw, as in law, etc. 

6. Printed a before l , ll, le. Id, Ik, Inu Is, in appal, etc.; 
all, almost , already, etc.; falcon; bald, etc.; balk , etc.; 
almanac; palsy, balsam , jakhion. 

7. Printed a In wa, wha, as in war, wharf, etc., so in 
quart (qn = cw), etc. 

55. Variant © > © before.#; ft, ss, el, th. 

Variant © > © before JT, ft, ss, st, th, appears as in off. 
Oft, soft, etc.; moss, etc.; frost, etc.; cloth, etc. Hnch 
words are respelled as S or e. 

56. Obscure 9 in unaccented syllables. 

Obscure « as in actor Is found In unaccented syllables 
where a pedagogic pronunciation would give eln not and 
a colloquial n in but , bum, as actor, debtor, atom, etc. 

57. ©I 

©1 as in oil, consisting of 6 (as in’ nor) + > (as in if), is 
found in boy, alloy, etc. 

58. P p 

p as described In the vocabnlary Is represented In common 
print by p, pp, as in papa, apple, map. 

59. Ph ph 

ph = f Is not used in the Scientific Alphabet. See F, 
31, and under P In the vocabulary. 

60. Q Qu 

[q] = c = k. Is not nsed In the Scientific Alphahet, but 
cw is used for qu when both letters are sounded s> 
in queen, and c or k when « Is silent, as in piquant 
(plrant), piquel (plket). See under C; also Q, in the 
vocabulary. 

61. It r 

r as described In the vocabulary is represented In common 
spelling hy r, rr, as In rat, herring, bain, beer: In foreign 
words sometimes by rh, rrh , as in rheumatism , diarrhea. 
etc. The same sign r Is used in the Standard alphabet 
for opening r as In rat, brat , and for closing r as in for, 
forth, pari. In Southern English there is said to be no 


tola, firm, «sk; at, fare, accord; element, £r = ov^r, eight, e = usage; tin, machine, | = renew; obey, no; n©t, n©r, al©m; full, rule; but, burn; aisle; 
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closing r; the written r is either silent, or represents - jure, -sure, etc. It means that the Q has a formal pro- 
the vowel u; farther (fddher), forth (fSoth). See nnder nnciation as in rule, and also a colloquial pronuncia- 
It, In the vocabulary. tion varying towards 0 in bum. 


6*2. S* n 

S, the surd sibilant of the vocabulary, is represented in 
common spelling by: 

1. < 1 , ss, sc, sch, ts in so, assume, scent, science, etc., 
schism. 

2. c before e, i, and y, as in cent, civil, cycle, and be- 
fore’siient e final, as in /dace, price, force, etc. 

3 * x = cs In box, exit, etc. 


70. DIplitliongnl u = 10, iu, ]Q, etc. 

For n in music = iQ, in duration — iu, in nature = iQ, etc., 
commonly called long n, see under I, 35, 39. 

71. i J ii 

ii as in dune is found in French words. To make it, 
round the lipa for Q (oo) and try to say I (ee). 


03. Sh Mi 

Tl*c ill graph mIi, assumed from Ihe common spell¬ 
ing and named ish , is tiie sign of the elementary sound 
ciosing in wish, opening in she. It is described in the vo¬ 
cabulary under »S. It Is represented in the common spell¬ 
ing by: 

1. sh, as In show, shadow, wash, etc. 

2. si, ssi, s(e), sc(i), before an unaccented vowel, as In 
tension, passion, Asia, nauseate, conscience, so in sugar, 
issue, etc. 

3. ti, before an unaccented vowel, as In jxirtial, pa¬ 
tient, nation, etc. 

4. e<0, ce, che, before an unaccented vowel, as in pro¬ 
vincial, ancient , vicious, etc., ocean, etc., luncheon, etc. 
If sh sounds of this sort occur in two successive sylla¬ 
bles, the former is often sounded *, as in prouunria/Ion 
(pro-nun'si-e'shun). 

5. ch after/, n, final, as in filch , rtinch, pronounced sh 
hy British authorities (see Ch above), and in many 
strange words mainly from French, as champagne, 
charade, chevalier, etc., capuchin, machine, etc. 

64. T t 

t as described in the vocabulary is represented In common 
spelling by: 

1. /, //, as in tale, tatters, hot, butt. 

2. th, as in Thomas, thyme, etc., phthisic, etc. 

3. d, ed, final in preterits and participles after a surd, 
as in faced (fCet), asked (yskt), etc. See T, in vocabulary. 

65. Til th 

The dlgrnph III, assumed from the common spoil¬ 
ing and named ith, is the sign of the eiemenuur sound 
closing in rdth, myth, owning in thin, think. It is de¬ 
scribed In the vocabulary under T. It Is represented in the 
common spelling hy: 

1 „ th initial as in thank, thumb, etc. 

2. th medial in words not Anglo-Saxon, as author, 
methofi, mint her. 

3. th final** in bath, birth, length, breadth, iridth, etc. 

th in common selling stands for two sounds: (1) th 

in think, which foreigners often call link, (2) th In then, 
which they call den. In the pronunciation of the Stand¬ 
ard Dictionary 111 is used for the first sound, <lli for 
the second: think, dhen. If the words then, they, thy, 
are carefully pronounced and listened to, a vocal mur¬ 
mur will be heard with the opening consonant. like the 
murmur heard with d In den, day, die, w hile in think . 
thin, there is no such murmnr. but the owning sound 
is like that of / Id (ink: t Is to th as d Is to dh, link is to 
think as den U to dhen. See Dh above. 


72. U u 


u 

short 


u 

long 


This pair of letters Is differentiated from the old IT n, 
by making a lower-case like tbe capital, as in S a, X x, 
V v, W w, etc. It is named from its sound u = u(r. 

The elementary sound u appears in run; it is pro¬ 
longed in turn. 

73. Mi or! u In monosyllables and in syllablea ending 
in a consonant. 

Short u as In but la found: 

1. Mostly In monosyllables or accented syllables end¬ 
ing In a consonant, as unto, upper , in unaccented syllo- 
bles, as circus, succeed, etc., especially before r, us sul¬ 
fur, etc. 

2. For o before n, ne, ng, m, mb, me, re, th, dh , z, as in 
son , done, tonaue, among, comfort, bomb, come , above, etc., 
nothing, brother , etc., dozen, etc. 

3. For oo In blood, oe in does, on in double, pious, io in 
-Hon, -tion, as nation, etc. 

74. Long o before r, etc. 

Long ii as In burn is found before r only, generally 
followed by a second consonant, as hurt, hurt; loro In 
icork, for the German oe in Goethe, or the French eu in 
douceur, etc. To make this German oe or French eu 
sound carefully, round the lips for 0 (oo) and try to say 
£• (ay). 

75. V v 

v as described in the vocabulary Is represented in common 
spelling by v, as in tat, hare. 

76. \\ \i 

\v a* described in the vocabulary is represented by w In 
common spelling, as in wo, beware; w Ii = hw, as In 
what, whence. 

77. X x 

x as in box Is used as an abbreviation of cs. See vocab¬ 
ulary. 

78. V j 

y Is always a consonant in the pronunciation. See vocab¬ 
ulary. 

79 Yu yn 

y u = common initial u, unit (yOnit). See vocabulary. 

80. / z 


06. II ii 
ii n n 

short long obscure 

The two forma of capital and lower-case U n are dif¬ 
ferentiated In the Scientific Alphabet so a* to make two 
sets of letters, II u for the sound in full, U u for the 
sonnd In up. The first Is named from its sound Q (oo). 

The elementary sound n appear* in full, and it Is pro¬ 
longed in fool (ml), you (yd), and in the diphthong ifl 
after a consonant (yfi beginning a syllable), few (fiQ), 
union (yQnyun), ana obscare in injure (injQr). 


z, the sonant of s, as described in the vocabulary, Is used 
in respelllng for z, and for s sounding as z, as in zone, 
rose. 

81. Zli zli 

Tlio digraph zli is assumed in analogy w’ith sh, for 
the elementary sonant corresponding with the sh, and 
named zhl (zhoe). It is the sound of si (= zy) In -Hon 
after an accented vowel, as In occasion, vision, etc., and 
of tberi (= zy) Implied in su as in composure ( = c£m- 
pOzynr, cgmpflzhur), treasure, etc., casual, etc., and 
of ge in French rouge, etc. See nnder Z, in vocabulary. 


G7. Short n in ful, in Homan pronunciation of Latin, 
etc. 

Short ii as in full ts found: 

1. In j mil, bull, bullet, bulrush, pulpit, etc. 

2. In tbe syllable ful, a* cupful, etc. 

3. After s « sh, as censure, sugar. 

4. Before $h, as in bush , push, cushion, etc. 

5. In iro , as in woman, t coif, etc.; oul, as in could, oo 
as In book, aood, etc. 

0. Io syllables short In quantity in the Homan pronun- 
ciation of Latin and in strange languages. 

68. Long Fi after r, /, /, etc., and In Homan pro- 
nounclatlon of Latin. 

Long II as in rule Is fonnd: 

1. Mostly after r, t, or j, as in rude, etc. 

2. Printed cw, etc., a* In creic, lewd, jew, rheum, etc. 

3. Muted id, as in cruise, fruit, juice, etc. 

4. lMnted Otf,as in you, through, youth, etc.; and words 
lately from French, as tour, croup, soup, etc., route, 
rouge, etc., bouquet . routine, etc. 

5. Printed oo a* in food, wooing, etc. 

f*. In accented long syllable* in the Homan pronunci¬ 
ation of scientific or Latin words and in strange ian- 
guages. 

69. Obftdirc Q In -jure, -sure, etc. 

Obscure Q as in injure Is found in the terminations 


82. Doubled < oiiMomtiit*. 

A donbled consonant represents a consonant prolonged 
or held so that the closing of the organs and the opening 
of them arc separated, usually to different syllables, as 
In un-noticcd, un natural. Most of the historical doubled 
consonants in English arc now prononneed as sfngle, but 
when they are between a distinct short vowel ana an ac¬ 
cented syliahle of senaratc significance both are retained, 
as In ac-cord; the first to represent the closing of the 
organs necessary to complete the short vowel In ac-, the 
aecond as necessary to the significance of -cord. 

83. Orthography. 

In respelllng a word for pronunciation it ia necessary 
to determine in the first place by observation or testimony 
what are the elementary sounds of which the word Is 
composed. Then the letters of the scientific alphabet 
which represent those sounds are written In their proper 
order. All other letters w hich may be found in the word 
ns commonly spelled are omitted, however Interesting 
they may be for history or philology. This would give 
an accurate representation of the word as far as It Is usu¬ 
ally represented In common writing or printing. Butin 
the scientific orthography of this Dictionary nicer shades 
of vowel sonnd are Indicated hy diacritics os explained 
on page 2104. Those w ho nsc tbe Standard are warned 
against the pedagogic. Inclination to give each unac¬ 
cented vowel Its name sound at the end of a syllable, 


and its common short sound in the midst of a syllable, 
saying, e-raiz for arise, I-vent for event, af-talmn for 
Italian, pronouncing the last syllable of Homan like 
man, of errant like rant, and the like. The spoken 
word is further marked by accents. 

84. Accents. 

The syllable which has the principal stress ia marked 
in this Dictionary by an acute accent after It,Syllables 
which have stress, but less than the primary, are 'marked 
with a secondary accent, \ The secondary accents have 
been used more freely than is usual. The rhythm of 
English speech seldom permits more than two syllables 
of a w’ord to be pronounced In succession w ithout an ob¬ 
servable difference in stress. There are many words, 
however, in w'hich three or four or more syllables are 
w ithout as much stress as a common secondary accent. 
In such cases secondary accents have been often need to 
mark the syllable of slighter stress; but initial syllables 
followed byan accented syllable are left without 'print cd 
accent, though they often have distinct vowel quality, 
and syllabic combinations like an accented syllable. 

In determining the place of the accents, a conflict Is 
found between the Germanic and the Greco-Homanic 
principles of accentuation. The first places the accent on 
the syllables most important to the thought, the root 
syllable o* the most Important modifier, usually at the 
beginning of the word. The other places the accents for 
rhythm, the length of the two last syllables setting the 
cadences. Our scientific terms and a large part of our 
literary words come to ns with the rhythmical, accent. 
New’ comiwunds of Greek and Latin words are accented 
at first according lo the length of their penultimnte 
syllables. But there ia a strong tendency with men of 
science to nse the Germanic principle, to separate com¬ 
pounds into their original parts, and give each its own 
accent. Tbe chemists of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science have formally adopted this 
principle for their technical terms. A considerable 
number of other scientific terms have an acknowledged 

S ronnnciation of the same kind. This Dictionary has 
eslred to record all sneb aa alternative If not accepted 
pronunciations. 

85. The Division of Syllables. 

The division of syllables in this Dictionary Is Intended 
to represent the divisions of pronunciation. They are 
determined partly hy physiological laws of motion to 
produce the proper sounds, purtly by movement of pur¬ 
pose to bring out the thought. 

The short vowel sounds are characterized by their 
close combination with following consonant sonnds. 

Tiie accented syllable attracts the adjacent consonants. 
These are physiological law a w hich largely determine 
the division of syllables. 

But there are frequent combinations of letters In which 
more than one division maybe made that will equally 
give the correct sounds and observe tbe physiological 
iawa. In such cases the division has been chosen that 
will exhibit the significant parts of tbe word most plainly. 

This method or division haa been most freely used in 
the technical terms with which this hook abounds. 
These are In fact different from colloquial sj>cech In be¬ 
ing primarily written words. Their inventors do not 
think about their pronunciation. Many of them never 
are pronounced. They are made of bits of Greek looked 
up in dictionaries, and never heard. It is of extreme 
importance to make their parts plain to the eye. It has 
seemed best to favor this purpose aa much as 'possible in 
the division of syllables. 

86. Variant Pronunciation 

When pronunciations are given with much nicety, dis¬ 
tinctions are Introduced more enhtie than the understand¬ 
ing requires. Different pronunciations are brought out, 
w’hich are equally common, equally good, equally used 
by the same person. It Is therefore Incorrect to give one 
of these pronunciations an absolute preference. A thor¬ 
ough treatment requires that the conditions and connec 
tious in which each pronunciation Is used shall be 
observed and stated. This Is done to some extent in this 
Dictionary. A few of the most common conditions of 
variation have been applied, the most important of 
which are those which are included in the words col- 
ioqnial and technical or scientific. Others occasionally 
Introduced are poetical, devout, humorous, in certain oid 
phrases. Pronunciation Is really a w ork of art, one of 
the fine arts. A great orator or conversationalist deals 
with varying shades of voice as tiie artist with the tonea 
of a violin. 

In one great class of words, scientific terms not col¬ 
loquial, it has been fonnd that there are two general 
schemes of pronunciation: one, the so-called English 
method, which haa been given in the dictionaries, an¬ 
other following In the main the Continental method of 
pronouncing vowela, which is used by most of the scien¬ 
tific men. it has seemed due to lexicographic accuracy 
to record the current pronunciation, and it has been 
given as an alternative with that of former dictionaries. 

The liberality of the publishers of this Dictionary pro¬ 
vided a comprehensive collection of original materia!* 
for tbe study of pronunciation from all regions of the 
English-spealdng world, a collection such as has never 
before been at the command of any editors. It is hoped 
that the use of it in the Standard may promote the uni¬ 
form and accurate pronunciation of English all over the 
world. 


aa s out all; lu^fsud, JQ = future; c = k; church, dh = /Ae; *o, sine, tijk, so; thin; zli = amre; F. boA, diiue. < t from; t, obsolete; % % variant. 
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TABLES. 


agriculture 

List of terras used. 

alloy 

List of varieties. 

alphabet 

Comparative table of charac¬ 
ters. 

American 

Table of stocks nod tribes of 
Amerlean Indians, 
animal kingdom 

The various divisions, 
anthropology 

Divisions of the subject as the 
science of man. as a depart¬ 
ment of Datural history, and 
as a branch of theology, 
app' 


Table of varieties. 

arch 

, List of varieties and terms, 
areliitectn re 
List of terms used, and distribu¬ 
tion of the subject, 
arithmetic 
Scheme of the science, 
armor 

Illustration of parts. 

art 

Division of the subject 

artery 

Illustration of arterial system. 

bacteria 

Illustration of disease-germs, 
balsam 
Table of varieties. 
bark 3 , n. 

Table of barka used for medi¬ 
cine, In the arts, etc. 

baseball 

List of terms used In the game. 

battery 

List of electric batteries. List 
of military batteries. 

black 

Table oi black pigments, etc. 

blacksmith 

List of terms used. 

blue 

Table of blue pigments, etc. 

bone 

Illustration of human skeleton, 
with parts named. 

botany 

Divisions of the science. 

brass 

Table of varieties, 
bre wing 
List of terms used, 
brlckniaki ng 
List of terms used, 
bro n/e 
List of varieties, 
brown 

Table of brown pigments, etc. 

bureau 

List of IT. S. govt, bureaus. 

calendar 

Explanation of Greek, Roman, 
Hebrew, and other calendars. 

cardoail 

U. S. car-load measures, 
carpentry 
List of terms used, 
carpet 
List of varieties. 
cat 1 , n. 

List of hreeds. 
cattle 

Illustration of breeds, 
cement 
List of varieties, 
elieese 
List of varieties, 
clilscl 
List of varieties, 
chuck 
List of varieties, 
civics 

Distribution of the sclenee. 
clay 

List of varieties. 

cloud 

Classifications of cloud-forms. 

eoal 

List of varieties, 
cock 

List of varieties of mechanical 
cocks. 


cofTee 

Table of varieties. 

coin 

Table of the moneys of the 
world, and plate of anc. coins. 

Column 

Illustration showing parts. 


eonju notion 

Classification of conjunctlona. 

constellation 

Table giving positions. 

corn 

List of varieties of maize, 
cosmogony 
Theories on tbe subjeet. 
cosmology 
Divisions and chief theories, 
cotton 
List of varieties, 
craniometry 
Table of eranlometrlcal points, 
lines, plaoes, etc. Illustrations 
of faelal index and angle and 
norinae of tbe cranium, 
cricket 

List of terms used In the game, 
cross 

List of different forms. 

crow n 

illustration of noted crowns. 

decoration 

Colored plates of decorations of 
honor, 
degree 

List of university degrees, 
dog 

Table and plate of breeds. 

drill 

List of varieties. 

element 

Table of chemical elements. 

engi ne 

List of motive engines, 
esthef les 

Distribution of the science. 

cv idcncc 

Forma of, In knowledge and In 
law. 

explosive 
List of varieties. 

fallacy 

Classification of fallacies In 
logic. 

figure 

Classifications of, In rhetoric, 
grammar, and logic. 

11 ag 

Colored plates of flags. 

food 

Classification and analysis of 
foods. 

foundry 

List of terms used. 

fo w 1 

Table and plate of breeds, 
gage 

List of varieties. 

geui 

Colored plate of gems. See also 
list of precious stones, 
geology 

Division of the sclenee. Chart 
illustrating epochs, forma¬ 
tions, groups, etc. 
gesture 

Deaf-and-dumb alphabet, 
glass 

List of varieties. 

golf 

List of terms used In the game, 
gra pc 

Table of American varieties, 
grease 
Table of varieties, 
green 

Table of green pigments, etc. 

gu in 

Table or varieties. 

gun 

List of varieties. 

holiday 

Table of holidays recognized in 
the United States. 

horse 

Plate of breeds. Sec progress¬ 
ive MOVEMENTS (plate). 

human kingdom 

Divisions of mauklnd. 

Iiido< European 
Divisions of languages, 
inductive method 
Scheme of the principles. 
Instrument 
Classification of musical instru¬ 
ments, 
joint 

List of varieties of mechanical 
Joints. 

knife 

List of varieties. 

knot 

Illustration of forms. 


lace 

List and illustration of varieties, 
lake (pigment) 

Table ot varieties. 

lamp 

List of varieties. 

language 

Elements and morphological 
and ethnological classifica¬ 
tions. 

law 

Classification of law, and Impor¬ 
tant Jaws, physleal, civil, ete. 
literature 
Division of the subject. 

loek 

List of varieties of mechanleal 
locks. 

loeomotlvc 
Illustration of parts of a pas¬ 
senger-engine, 
logic 

Divisions of the subject. 

ilia n 

Illustration of typical heads of 
raee-stocks and schemes of 
races, 
maple 
List of varieties, 
marble 
List of varieties, 
marine engine 
Illustration of parts of a triple- 
expansion engine, 
matter 

Properties and states of matter, 
and theories of Its constitu¬ 
tion. 

mcasii re 

Table of measures of length of 
the world, also measure-signs 
In music, 
meter 

Kinds In verse and bymnology. 

metric 

Explanation of Metric System 
(illustrated). 

milk 

Table of varieties with constitu¬ 
ents. 

milling 

List of terms used. 

mood 

Classification of moods lo logic. 

movement 

Illustration of progressive mo¬ 
tions of the horse in various 
gaits. 

muscle 

Classification of museles. 

m usciiiar 

Illustration of muscular system 
of man. 

mythology 
Division of the subject. 

nail 

List of varieties. 

unphtlia 

List of varieties. 

nation 

Colored plate of natlooal and 
State coats of arms, 
nature 
Sebeme of Nature, 
needle 
List of varieties, 
nerve 

Illustration of nervous system 
of man. 

net 

List of varieties. 

notation 

Forms of arithmetical notation, 
and table of numerical aym- 
bols and names, 
oak 

List of varieties. 

officer 

List of military aod naval offi¬ 
cers. 

oil 

Table of varieties. 

ointment 

List from the United States and 
British Pharmacopoeias, 
orange 

Table of orange-colored pig¬ 
ments, etc. 
orehestru 
Plan of arrangement. 

order 

Table of orders of knighthood, 
etc. 

organ 

Seetlon of a pipe-organ, 
paper 
Table of ‘sizes. 


peach 

Table of varieties. 

pear 

Table of varieties, 
perspective 
List of terms, and lllua. of prin¬ 
ciples. 

ph Jiosoph y 

Divisions of the subject, and list 
of sehools. 
phrenology 
Diagram of tbe human head, 
physical science* 
Divisions from tbe old polot of 
view and from the new. 
plane 

List of varieties. 

planet 

Table of major and minor plan¬ 
ets. 

plant 

Colored plate of familiar flower¬ 
ing plants. 

plow 

List of varieties. 

pin 111 hi u g 

List of terms used. 

poetry 

Divisions of the subjeet. 

political economy 

The principal schools, 
porcelain 
List of varieties, 
portrait 
Table of sizes, 
pottery 
List of varieties, 
press 

List of varieties, 
printing 
List of terms used, 
prl ntlng«press 
List of varieties, and illusiratloo 
with parts named, 
projection 
List of types, 
proof 

Explanation and illustration of 
proof-readers’ marks, 
psychology 
Subject of tbe sclenee aod vari¬ 
ous schools, 
pn nip 
List uf varieties, 
punch 
List of varieties, 
red 

Table of red pigments, etc. 

religion 

Classifications of religions. 

rhel orle 

Division of the subjeet. 

rlllc 

List of kioda. 

rock 

Geological classification. 

rope 

Illustration of method of manu¬ 
facture. 

rule 

List of printers' rules. 

ru ne 

Table of runic alphabets. 

saddle 

Illustration of different forms, 
satellite 
Table of satellites, 
saw , 

List of varieties, 
senle 

List of varieties of balance, 
science 

Division of the subject. 

screw 

List of varieties, 
seal 

Plate of State. Territorial, aDd 
national seals, 
sheep 

Plate of breeds of sheep and 
swine. 

ship 

Illustration of rigs and their 
parts. 

shorthand 

Characters of different systems. 

signal 

Illustration of flag-slgnals and 
pilot-flags. 

silk 

List of varieties. 

soap 

List of varieties. 

spectrum 

Colored plate of solar spectra, 
and table of colors. 


spring 

list or varieties. 

star 

Table, also map of northern 
celestial hemisphere. 

steamer 

Plan of an ocean passenger- 
steamer, 
steel 

List of varieties, 
stone 

Table of precious and orna¬ 
mental stones. 

stop 

List of organ-stops, 
stove 

List of varieties, 
sugar 

Table of varieties with method 
of manufacture, 
supernatural 
Scheme of the supernatural, 
suture 
List of forms, 
swine 

For different breeds, see sheep. 
sword 

Illustration of historical devel¬ 
opment, 
syllogism 
Analysis aod classification. 

tea. 

List of varieties, 
telescope 
List of varieties. 

tennis 

List of terms used In lawn-ten¬ 
nis and court-tennis, 
theological science 
Divisions of the subject, 
theology 
Phases and systems, 
theory 

Critical theories of tbe Old Tea- 
lament. 

thermometer 

Thermometrical scales com¬ 
pared, 
thread 
List of varieties, 
tobacco 
Table of varieties, 
longs 

List of varieties. 

turpentine 

List of varieties, 
type 

Illustration of sizes. 

unit 

List and tables of physical units, 
especially lo electricity and 
magnetism, 
valve 

List of varieties, 
varnish 
List of varieties. 

vault 

Liat and Ulus, of different forms, 
vegetable kingdom 
Divisions of the subject, 
version 

Principal English versions of 
the Bible. 

violet 

Table of violet pigments, etc. 

vise 

List of varieties, 
voice 

Classifications of voice In pho¬ 
nology and grammar. 

watch 

Illustration of parts. 

weight 

Table of standard units of 
weight of the world, 
wheat 
List of varieties. 

white 

Table of white pigments, ete. 

will 

Theories of the freedom of the 
will. 

wind 

Classification of winds. 

wine 

Table of varieties. 

wire 

List of varieties. 

wool 

List of varieties, 
yellow 

Table of yellow pigments, etc. 
zoology 

Divisions of the science. 


eofu, firm, cisk; at, fare, accord; element, cr = over, eight, e = usage; tin, machine, | = r^new; obey, no; not, nor, atom; full, rule; but, burn, ulsle; 











